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Why This Booklet?

Cast members of a musical have a number of tasks in front of them.
Obviously, you will be memorizing a Libretto and the music. You will
need to know the music and the direction of that music. But that is
just the beginning. You will be moving. Lots. You will be creating a
character, and using this character and your movements to help tell the
story to the audience. You will be telling the story through your move-
ment. You will be transmitting the subtext (the stuff you mean but
don’t actually SAY) and the emotional undercurrent to the audience.
There are a numer of steps to this, some of which will be worked on in
rehearsals and some of which will be worked on away from rehearsal.

This booklet needs to come to every rehearsal. Yup, I want it with you
all the time. IfI find one lying around, you owe me $1. I find it lying
around more than twice, you owe me much more than that. There is
room here for notes about your character, and even some space for
rehearsal notes. If you take the time to answer the questions brought
forth here, you will understand your character, and have a much better
idea of how to truly act this show.

Your character includes many facets, most of which are included here.
Thanks for being part of the cast for our production of The Wizard of
Oz. I am looking forward to our creative process and our show.
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How To Create A Character

Questions to ask about your character:

1. What do you say?

2. Why do you say it?

3. What is your history? What is your backstory? How did you get
here?

4. What is your motivation? Why do you do the things you do?

5. How do you move?

Describe your characeters:

A. Desire

B. Will

C. Moral stance
D. Decorum

Write a Summary list of adjectives about your character.

Initial Character Mood Intensity at the scene opening expressed as:

1 Heartbeat

2. Perspiration: heavy, light etc
3. Stomach condition

4 Muscle tension

5 Breathing, rate, depth

How would you describe the polar attitudes of your character? How
does your character change through the show?
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WRITE A SUMMARY LIST OF ADJECTIVES ABOUT YOUR
CHARACTER.




Initial Character Mood Intensity at the scene opening expressed as:

1.

Heartbeat

Perspiration: heavy, light etc

Stomach condition

Muscle tension

Breathing, rate, depth
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Costume Sketch

g. CHARACTER COSTUME NOTES
What do you think your costume should look like? Sketch it here.
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